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NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application Is subject to withdrawal from issue at the Initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 
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2. 13 The allowed claim(s) is/are 1.4-7. 9.11. 12.17. 18.20.21. 24-27. 29.31. 32.37. 38 and 40-52 . 

3. ^ The drawings filed on 2/21/2002 are accepted by the Examiner. 

4. S Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or(f). 

a) E All b) □ Some* c) □ None of the: 

1. 13 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received In this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 
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noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. 
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6. □ CORRECTED DRAWINGS ( as "replacement sheets") must be submitted, 

(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached 
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Paper No./Mail Date . 
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each sheet. Replacement sheet(s) should be labeled as such in the header according to 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

The Amendment, filed on 9/16/2004, has been entered and acknowledged by the 
Examiner. 

Cancellation of claims 8 and 28 has been entered. 



Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 1, 4-7, 9, 1 1, 12, 17, 18, 20, 21, 24-27, 29, 31, 32, 37, 38, and 40-52 are allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

Regarding claims 1 and 21, the references of the Prior Art of record fails to teach or 
suggest the combination of the limitations as set forth in claims 1 and 21, and specifically 
' comprising the Umitation of hght source where the width of an EL layer varies over a distance 
from the contact point between the electrode and the lead as the function of the distance. 

Regarding claims 41 and 48, claims 41 and 48 are allowable for the reasons given in 
claims 1 and 21 because of their dependency status fi-om claims 1 and 21. 

Regarding claims 4 and 24, the references of the Prior Art of record fails to teach or 
suggest the combination of the limitations as set forth in claims 4 and 24, and specifically 
comprising the Umitation of a Ught source including a transparent substrate, a transparent 
electrode laminated on the substrate, a lead laminated on a part of the peripheral portion of the 
transparent electrode, an electroluminescent layer laminated on the transparent electrode and the 
lead, and a metallic electrode layer. 
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Regarding claims 5 and 25, claims 5 and 25 are allowable for the reasons given in claims 
4 and 24 because of their dependency status from claims 4 and 24. 

Regarding claims 6 and 26, the references of the Prior Art of record fails to teach or 
suggest the combination of the Umitations as set forth in claims 6 and 26, and specifically 
comprising the Umitation of light source including red, green and blue colors where the width of 
each electroluminescence layer depends on the light emitting capability of the specific emitted 
color with regards to the illumination of a document required for reading an image of the 
respective colors. 

Regarding claims 7, 27, 42, 43, 44, 49, 50, and 51, claims 7, 27, 42, 43, 44, 49, 50, and 
51 are allowable for the reasons given in claims 6 and 26 because of their dependency status 
from claims 6 and 26. 

Regarding claims 9 and 29, the references of the Prior Art of record fails to teach or 
suggest the combination of the Umitations as set forth in claims 9 and 29, and specifically 
comprising the limitation of light source including red, green and blue colors where the position 
of each electroluminescence layer depends on the light emitting capability of the specific emitted 
color with regards to the illumination of a document required for reading an image of the 
respective colors. 

Regarding claims 45, and 52, claims 45, and 52 are allowable for the reasons given in 
claims 6 and 26 because of their dependency status from claims 9 and 29. 

Regarding claim 20, claim 20 is allowable for the reasons given in claims 6 and 9 
because of its dependency status from claims 6 and 9. 
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Regarding claims 1 1 and 3 1, the references of the Prior Art of record fails to teach or 
suggest the combination of the limitations as set forth in claims 1 1 and 31, and specifically 
comprising the Umitation of plurality of Ught source pieces where a plurality of joint portions 
jointing each light source piece to provide one Ught source where the width at the end of the light 
emitting layer of each of the light source pieces is larger than the width in the center. 

Regarding claims 12 and 32, the references of the Prior Art of record fails to teach or 
suggest the combination of the Umitations as set forth in claims 12 and 32, and specifically 
comprising the limitation of plurality of light sources where the end face of the lateral side of the 
light source is slanted in relation to the lateral direction of the light source. 

Regarding claims 17 and 37, the references of the Prior Art of record fails to teach or 
suggest the combination of the Umitations as set forth in claims 17 and 37, and specifically 
comprising the limitation of plurality of Ught sources where the end piece of the light source is 
L-shaped. 

Regarding claims 18 and 38, claims 18 and 38 are allowable for the reasons given in 
claims 17 and 37 because of its dependency status fi-om claims 17 and 37. 

Regarding claim 40, the references of the Prior Art of record fails to teach or suggest the 
combination of the limitations as set forth in claim 40, and specifically comprising the Umitation 
of an image reading apparatus including a lens for reading an original document image, two 
electroluminescence light soiirces formed by jointing a plurality of light source pieces, arranged 
at the right and left of the lens, and joint portions of the respective light source pieces instaUed at 
right and left are formed at different positions in the longitudinal direction of the lens. 
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Regarding claims 46 and 47, the references of the Prior Art of record fails to teach or 
suggest the combination of the limitations as set forth in claims 46 and 47, and specifically 
comprising the limitation of light source where the thickness of the EL layer is reduced gradually 
with increased distance from the contact point between an electrode layer and a lead. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not reUed upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Proctor (US 6,396,218) discloses the use of EL layers of red, blue, and green as an 
illumination source for a scanner. 

Contact Information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Matt P Hodges whose telephone number is (571) 272-2454. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 7:30 AM to 4:00 PM M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nimesh Patel can be reached on (571) 272-2457. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this appUcation or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306, . 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for pubUshed applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or PubUc PAJR, Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 





